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course dispersed over various botanical gardens in India and
the Colonies, where, in many instances, they are now flourish-
ing as trees. It would take too long to follow step by step the
history of the movement thus inaugurated, but the matter
continued to claim the close attention of Colonial Grovernors
and curators of botanical gardens with varying degrees of
success, and the work done can claim to be the foundation
of what is now to be seen in the large number of existing
plantations, from many of which rubber is now being
regularly dispatched to the European markets. It is only
a very few years ago that prominent American rubber
manufacturers pooh-poohed the idea of putting money into
rubber plantations; there was no object they said in
paying for what a bountiful nature would perform free of
cost. To-day, however, this tone seems to have been
changed, and there is a general disposition among practical
men in America, as well as Europe, to regard rubber
planting if not as a necessity, at any rate as a desirable
branch of economic botany, and likely to be a profitable one
withal.
That acclimatised rubber trees can be successfully grown
where the climate approximates to that of their original
habitat is now an assured fact, and that they can be grown
at a cost admitting of large profits is also now beyond
dispute, but these are not all the factors which come up
for consideration. Perhaps the question which is asked
more frequently than any other by prospective investors
in a new company, is whether there is any likelihood of
the production from the new sources being so great as to
bring prices down to an unremunerative level. Now this is
a point on which it is almost impossible to speak with